
J O H I W Y  THOMASON (INDIAN), FRIDAY HARBOR, SAN 

JUAN ISLAKD, WASH., AUGUST 13, 1e95. 

(Interviewed by Richard Rathbun). 

Lives on Stewart Island. 

Q. You are a young man yet. How o l d  are 

you? 

A. Well, I could  no'U-te13 you exactly; 

either 30 or 31. 

Q. I want to know more particularly about 

the salmon which run in this region and which 

are taken f o r  the canneries and f o r  other pur- 

poses. Now, the sockeye salmon, where do the 

sockeye run from? Where do they come from when 

they come up here4 

A. Well, look here; now, here there is  

the salmon we are getting now, the sockeye, it 

comes from the west across out in here, right 

from the Straits. Well, where they start from 

I dont know, but they come from the west coast 

of the Straits. 

Q. shere do they f i n d  them in the Straits? 

Where do they first see them? 

A. Vell, I tell you, so it is; they come 



f r o m  the  west c o a s t ,  and i t  i s  on b o t h  s i d e s ;  a 

narrow channe l ,  and a f t e r  t hey  come i n  from t h e  

S t r a i t s  i t  is between 2 s i d e s ;  h e r e  from Neah 

Bay o r  t h e  o t h e r  c o a s t ,  s o  I could  n o t  guess 

t h e  t h i n g  s t ra ight  enough, b u t  t h e y  come from 

t h e  whole S t r a i t s  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  

Q. Well,  when they  g e t  a t  t h i s  end o f  t he  

S t r a i t s ,  w h a t  do t hey  do t h e n ?  What becomes 

o f  t h e  salmon? 

- 

A. Well ,  when they  come i n  from t h e  g u l f  

t h e y  a r e  p a s t  t h i s  c h a n n e l ,  and t h e n  t h e y  d i v i d e  

up wherever  t h e  t i d e  t a k e s  them. We g e t  o u r  

salmon a t  Stewart  I s l a n d ,  and o f  c o u r s e  t h e  

o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t i d e ,  i t  is d i v i a i n f ,  up ;  

that is, t h e  t i d e  l e a d s  t h e  salmon. 

Q. The salmon come i n  and up t h rough  Haro 

S t r a i t s  by S t e w a r t  I s l a n d ?  

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q. And some th rough R o s a r i o  Strai ts?  

A .  Yes, sir;  some come through t h e r e  s u r e ,  

and t h a t  i s  a l l  t h e  p l a c e  t h e y  have t o  go. 

Q. They dont go o v e r  between San Juan and 

Lopez? 

A. No; t h e y  dont go th rough t h e r e .  That - 
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is, for t h e  sockeye. 

Q. Do they  go up t h rough  A c t i v e  Pass, o r  

P lumper ' s  Pass, do you know? 

A.  That I cou ld  not t e l l  you, because  I 

n e v e r  was up t h e r e ,  but I know t h e y  d o n t  go 

th rough  t h e r e .  

Q. Have you e v e r  f i s h e d  on t h e  F r a s e r ?  

A.  No, I n e v e r  d i d ,  @ u t  I know what i s  

go ing  t h e r e ,  a s  I have f r i e n d s .  

e. Are you a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  the  P r i n c e  o f  

Wales? 

A .  Oh, yes;  I know h i m  a l l  r i g h t .  

Q. Do you f i s h  w i t h  t h e  r e e f  n e t  around 

S t e w a r t  I s l a n d ?  

A .  Yes; I fish w i t h  t h e  reef n e t  around 

Stewart Island. 

Q. Khat  do you fish f o r  t h e r e ,  o n l y  t h e  

sockeye? 

A. Well, I take the whole o f  the  fish that 

come i n t o  the  cannery .  I fish f o r  t he  s i l v e r  

s i d e s  in t h e  f a l l ,  August and September.  

Q. Do you c a t c h  s p r i n g  salmon, w i t h  your 

n e t s  the same way---tyee salmon? 

A, Yes; i t  is t h e  8ame t h i n g .  
- 
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Do you g e t  humpback i n  your n e t s ?  

Yes, w e  g e t  them r i g h t  a long .  

The same as t h e  sockeye? 

Yes, t h e  same as t h e  sockeye. 

Do you g e t  dog salmon t h a t  way too? 

Y e s ,  we g e t  them j u s t  t h e  same. 

Your f i s h  a r e  a l i v e  when you l i f t  your 

._ 

Yes, t h e y  are a l i v e .  

What do you d o  w i t h  the humpback salmon 

We d i v i d e  them up among t h e  o l d  folks. 

We use  them. 

Q. You d r y  them? 

A. Yes, we dry them. 

&. You l i k e  them j u s t  as well as t h e  o t h e r  

salmon dried? 

A .  Oh, y e s ;  t hey  a r e  j u s t  as good,  b u t  

t hey  cannot  can them. We u s e  them f o r  our own 

u s e  that is a l l ,  and d r y i n g ;  and i t  is a l l  put 

up for o u r s e l v e s ,  you gee. 

Q. Where do they  use  reef nets? 

A. Now, hold on; w h a t  is t h e  meading of 

these q u e s t i o n s ?  

Q. I t  I s  for the United S ta t e s  Commission 
- 

\ 
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i n  Washington; re. a r e  s tudying  t h e  h a b i t s  of the  

fish everywhere i n  order t o  understand t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  f i s h e r i e s  s o  a s  t o  s ee  i f  they need 

any r e g u l a t i o n  o r  any p ro tec t ion .  For i n s t ance  

around Po in t  R o b e r t s  they a r e  f i s h i n g  a g r e a t  

many traps. 

A. Yes, and they  had some l a w s  a b o u t  i t  

too. They sen t  f o r  me and I went over t h e r e  

t o  see what they w e r e  t a l k i n g  about and g e t  t h e  
- 

men t o  understand i t  (He is an i n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  

h i s  f r i e n d s ) .  

Q. What I want t o  g e t  at i s  t h i s :  the 

gene ra l  course o f  t h e  f i s h .  NOW, where do you 

f i s h  with r e e f  n e t s  on Stewart  I s l and?  

A. On the s o u t h  end o f  t h e  i s l and .  We 

f i s h  a t  t h e  sou th  p o i n t  a t  the  harbor ,  and I 

have my r i g  j u s t  i n s i d e  here. 

&. Do they f i s h  i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s  around 

Stewart Island? 

A. There are lots of f i s h i n g  p l a c e s  there .  

&. Do they f i s h  along t h e  west  s i d e  o f  

San Juan I s l a n d ?  

A. Yes, they  do. 

Q. In many places? 
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A .  Many p laces ,  yes ;  that  i s  a l l  f i s h i n g  

ground i n  there .  You could p u t  50 or 60 n e t s  

in t h e r e  and i t  would be all r i g h t .  I t  w a s  all 

f i s h i n g  ground i n  the  e a r l y  d a y s ,  o f  course.  

There a re  not  so many people now t o  do the  

business .  

&. Butthey dont f i s h  i n  San Juan channel? 

A. On the i n s i d e ,  no, But they f i s h  on 
- 

Lopez. 

Q. Where do they fish t he re?  

A. On a sandy po in t  a t  the  west end o f  

t h e  i s l and .  One crew i s  f i s h i n g  i n  Lopez 

Sound and the  o t h e r  a t  t h e  southern  end o f  Lopez 

Island, by Jenny's Po in t .  Look here ,  Mis te r ,  

you a r e  working a t  the  Connnission; have you 

a u t h o r i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  anybody o r  no t?  

Q. No; 1 have no a u t h o r i t y  a t  a l l  i n  t ha t  

way , 

A. You are j u s t  g e t t i n g  the  ground? 

Q. Ye8, j u s t  g e t t i n g  Information. Where 

t he  trouble comes i n  a t  Po in t  Roberts  i t  is  to  

go before  t h e  United S t a t e s  judge a t  S e a t t l e ,  

and he w i l l  do every th ing  he can i n  the  matter .  

Now, are t he  salmon j u s t  as abundant now as they 
* 
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used t o  be? Do you g e t  j u s t  as maRy now as you 

used t o ?  

A .  Well, I t e l l  you, we used t o  have 

salmon i n  l a r g e r  abundance i n  e a r l y  days than we 

have now. Be can  never r a i s e  t h a t  amount now. 

In  f a c t ,  I could  not  t e l l  you where they  a r e ,  

but it i s  fewer i n  the 6 m e  p laces .  

&. When do the s p r i n g  salmon run here? 

What p a r t  o f  t h e  year do you have them i n  t h e  

sal t  water?  

A. Well, i t  is a par t  o f  the l a s t  of 

September the  s p r i n g  salmon run. 

Q. Dont you g e t  them i n  the  win te r?  

A .  Yes, we g e t  them r i g h t  through t h e  

win ter .  

Q. When do you begin t o  g e t  them i n  t he  

spring? 

A .  We begin t o  g e t  them i n  t h e  s p r i n g  a 

month before May, i n  A p r i l ,  about t h e  15th or 

20th they rill commence; and right alonr ,  u n t i l  

Hay; t h a t  is spring salmon. Oh, we g e t  them 

as much a s  60 lba., and some will go 80 l b s .  

Q. Are many of the  spring salmon white? 

A. I rill t e l l  you here ;  that is  just the 

season of the salmon; they change off on the 
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season.  

&. What season  do t h e y  ge t  t h e  most  w h i t e  

salmon? 

A.  I t  i s  i n  May we would  ge t  t h e  m o s t  

whi te  salmon. 

Q. What makes them w h i t e  t hen?  

A. I t e l l  you that is  t h e i r  n a t u r e .  

Sometimes t h e y  g e t  one s i d e  w h i t e  and one s i d e  

a11 r ed .  They j u s t  change t h e i r  color at t h e  

end o f  t h e  yea r  you s e e ,  and i t  is  i n  May; we 

always can f i n d  them i n  May between h a l f  and 

half, b u t  I could  not t e l l  you what i s  the 

r eason  o f  i t .  They change r i g h t  off quickly, 

and you cannot  t e l l ,  b u t  i t  is i n  May. 

Q. Do you do any halibut f i s h i n g  a r o u n d  

h e r e ?  

A .  Yes, a l i t t l e  o f  i t .  

Q. How do you c a t c h  h a l i b u t ;  do you use  

your  own b i g  hooks? 

A.  Yes, we u s e  o u r  own hooks, b u t  I use 

those i r o n  hooks most of  t h e  time, but I use 

t h e  o t h e r  hooks j u s t  as w e l l  and they  are  j u s t  

as good. 

Q. What do you u s e  f o r  b a i t ?  

A. What we use, is what we call--- 



-9- 

Q. Herring? 

A .  No, not  he r r ing ;  he r r ing  do no t  do as 

well. I t  is devil fish. 

Q. Where do you g e t  t h e  d e v i l  fish? 

A .  Oh, ge t  i t  anywhere; a l l  around t h e  

i s lands .  

&. H a s  8 long arms? 

A.  Yes, 8 legs, 

Q. Where do you c a t c h  the d e v i l  f i s h ?  

A .  W e l l ,  I t e l l  you; we take  a stick t o  

them and poke them down, Anything you ask, 

Mister ,  I w i l l  answer. I am an old hand f rom 

the beginning. 

Q. How big do you ge t  those d e v i l  f i s h  

here? 

A. Oh, not a g r e a t  s i z e .  

Q. NOW, when the  s i l v e r  salmon comes i n ;  

t h e  s i l v e r  salmon comes up a7.1 among the  Is lands  

does i t  not?  I t  does not follow the  same 

course o f  the sockeye? 

A, No, no; i t  t akes  every channef; that is 

you mean t he  coho? 

Q. Yea, 

A. It  takes every channel. 



-10- 

Q. Now, t h e  dog salmon? 

A. The dog salmon go j u s t  t he  same as  t h e  

s i l v e r  s i d e .  

Q. How a b o u t  t he  s t e e l h e a d ?  

A. Well, I t e l l  you, t h a t  comes i n  very 

l a t e  i n  the  win te r ,  a l i t t l e  before  Christmas 

t h a t  comes in and l as t s  a l l  w in te r  u n t i l  spr ing.  

&. Do you get any o t h e r  k inds  o f  salmon? 

A. The s tee lkead  is t h e  l as t  salmon in 
c 

t he  season. 

Q. The spring salmon, do. tkey mix up o r  

do they  go l i k e  t h e  sockeye, or g e t  s c a t t e r e d  

all over? 

A .  Well, I tell you, they a r e  going 

s t r a i g h t  along. 

Q. They dont g e t  mixed up? 

A. No, they don t  g e t  mixed up a t  all. 

Q. Dont you get them among these  i s l ands?  

A. Well, we g e t  a few,  bu t  t h a t  is n o t  a 

l o t  a t  a l l .  You see,  the time they would be, 

t h e  last of September, and that w i l l  last until 

Christmas anyhow, but t h a t  is as far as i t  goes. 

Q. Do you get any t r o u t ?  

A.  No, not i n  the i s l a n d s .  
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Q. There a r e  no streams on San Juan  o r  

Orcas I s h i n d  i n t o  which t h e  salmon go? 

A .  No, t h e r e  is no strewr, a t  all. 

Q. .That is big enough? 

A .  No, not  b i g  enough, I was away once 

t o  V i c t o r i a  2 o r  3 days, and I l e f t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

t h e r e  and a P o r t  Angeles boa t  came o v e r  there  

and d i d  us damage. The boys were telling t2em 

where t he  anchors were and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  but 

they  laughed at them and dropped t h e  anchors and 

wrecked t h e  whole business f o r  U S ,  I t  was 8 

f i s h i n g  b o a t  f r o m  t h e  P o r t  Angeles  cannery.  

They j u s t  came t o  p l a y  devi lment  and d i d  not 

want any f i s h .  

Q. Have you no j u s t i c e  o f  the  peace  o v e r  

a t  S tewar t  Island? 

A .  No. 

Q. Where is your  j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace?  

A. Well, he i s  i n  F r i d a y  Harbor. 

Q. Why don t  you go t o  him and f i n d  o u t ?  

A. Well, I want t o  f i n d  o u t  q u i e t l y  what 

is the r igh t  and wrong. They had t h e i r  n e t  i n  

there and d i d  n o t  want t o  buy fish, and they  

just wanted t o  b u l l y  us, 



Q. D i d  they do much damage? 

A .  Damage! they  l e f t  us 7 days '  damage, 

and had t o  r e p a i r  eve ry th ing .  

&. Have you e v e r  been ove r  t o  Lummi I s l a n d ?  

A. Well, most o f  my f o l k s  are l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  

Q. Is t h e r e  good fishing t h e r e ?  

A .  Good f i s h i n g ;  ground a t  Lummi I s l a n d ;  

tha t  is on the  west s i d e  o f  i t .  

Q, Is t h e r e  any f i s h  on t h e  ea s t  s i d e  o f  

it? 

A. Well; t h e  f i s h  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  i s  

v e r y  l a t e  i n  the f a l l ,  s i l v e r  s i d e s ,  

Q. They a r e  fishing 2 pound n e t s  ove r  

t h e r e  now a r e  they n o t ?  

A .  I could cot t e l l  you how many n e t s  

t h e y  run  i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e y  could have n e t s  i n  

t h e r e ,  as many as they  want t o  because i t  i s  a 

whole f i s h i n g  ground on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  i t .  
0 

Q. You sell f i s h  t o  t h e  cannery  h e r e  dont  

you, t o  M r .  Devl in?  

A. Well, I am s e l l i n g  f i s h  t o  Mr. Devlin,  

but now t hey  are paying  t h e  f o l k s  a t  Lumrri 

I s l a n d  15 c e n t s  now; he re  they o n l y  g i v e  us 10 

and t h a t  is a d i f f e r e n t  q u e s t i o n  a l t o g e t h e r ,  
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I t  i s  l i k e  t h i s :  Devl in ,  he i s  a n i c e  man a l l  

rigKt enough, b u t  t hen  i t  is l i k e  t h i s :  I g o t  

t h e  crew t o  work and I have g o t  t o  pay them o f  

course ,  a n d  I am e n t i t l e d  t o  g e t  whatever the 

salmon come t o .  I have two o r  t h r e e  hundred 

dollars t o  pay o u t  t o  the boys this morning. 

Q. How do you send  your f i s h  dowfi h e r e ?  

A.  On t h e  steamer,  

Q. Lydia Thompson? ’. 

A .  No; on t h e  Michigan. 

Q. She came in las t  n i g h t .  

A. Yes; t h e y  brought  salmon i n  from Lummi 

Island, a n d  they had t o  pay 15 c e n t s ,  and my 

salmon is j u s t  as good. I brought t h e  boys 

over here  to get  squared up w i t h  their b i l l s  and 

I came down t o  pay them off. 

Q. What do you think of t h e  f i s h e r y  

generally; is i t  going t o  keep  up all right; 

are the  f i s h  going t o  keep up o r  are t h e y  going 

t o  decrease? 

A. Row? 

Q. Y e s ,  i n  t h e  course o f  a few years? 

A. Well, I could n o t  t e l l ;  t h e r e  h a s  been 

a failure this last 2 o r  4 years .  Now, for t h e  

time I have besn f i sh ing- - - I  have been fishing 
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p r e t t y  n e a r  all my l i f e - - - a n d  i t  has been  

d ropp ing  e v e r y  y e a r ,  one w i t h  t h e  o t h e r .  

Q. Sockeyes? 

A. Sockeyes have been d ropp ing  e v e r y  year  

l e s s  and less, What tha t  means I don t  know, 

b u t  t h e r e  i s  something i n  tha t .  

&. The humpback keeps  up? 

A .  They keep  up o f  c o u r s e ;  nobody d i s -  

t u r b s  t?;em, and t h e  dog salmon keep up t h e  same. 

Q. How a b o u t  t h e  s i l v e r  s ides?  

A.  Well, the  s i l v e r  s i d e s ,  t a k e  t h e  same 

r u n ,  i t  d o n t  a f f e c t  them; nobody catches them. 

B u t  the sockeye  8eems td  be a f a i l u r e  e v e r y  year, 

Q. Well, t h e r e  a re  2 good y e a r s  and 2 bad 

years  a ren ' t  there? Do you have 2 good years 

and 2 bad years? - 
A; Well, I w i l l  t e l l  you; I have f i shed 

f o r  1 6  y e a r s ,  f rom a boy. Now, h e r e  t h e r e  is 

a bad y e a r  f o r  sockeyes ;  now t h i s  y e a r  i s  all 

r i g h t  enough, i t  i s  a big run, Next y e a r  i t  

will be i n  the  soup; n o t h i n g  t o  c a t c h .  You 

will get  3 o r  4 days f i s h i n g  and that i s  a l l .  

Q. What rill t h e  n e x t  y e a r  b e ?  

A. A f t e r  n e x t  year a good run b e g i n s - - - a l l  
1 

kiRds  o f  salmon. Next y e a r  i t  i s  o n l y  sockeyes  
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Q. You don t  g e t  any humpback n e x t  yea r?  

A. No humpback o n l y  e v e r y  o t h e r  yea r .  

&. Do you g e t  the  s i l v e r  s i d e s  e v e r y  year? 

A- Yes, we g e t  them eve ry  y e a r  r i g h t  

through . 
Q. D i d  you e v e r  c a t c h  a sockeye w i t h  a 

hook and l i n e ?  

A- You canno t .  You c a n n o t  f o r c e  them on 
c. any way. 

Q- The o t h e r  salmon you can  c a t c h  by hook 

and l i n e ?  

A .  The s p r i n g  salmon? Yes you c m  c a t c h  

t h e m ,  b u t  you canno t  c a t c h  t h e  humpback. 

Q. But you car: t h e  s i l v e r  s i d e ?  

A .  Yes, sir ,  

Q. And t h e  dog salmon? 

A. No, t h e  dog salmon and sockeye  don t  

t a k e  any th ing ,  .and t h e  humpback d o n t  take 

a n y t h i n g  a t  all. S i l v e r  s i d e s  and s p r i n g  

salmon t a k e  t h e  hook. 

Q. Have you seen any dog salmon t h i s  y e a r ?  

A. Yes, a f e w  come i n  t h e  net now. I was 

on t h e  wharf last night and it was a dog salmon. 

Q. When t h e  b o a t  came i n  w h a t  was the  b i g  
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brown cod;  d i d  you s e e  i t ?  

A. No, I d i d  n o t .  There was a s t u r g e o n .  

Q. Do you e a t  t he  g r e e n  s t u r g e o n  h e r e ?  

A .  O h ,  w e l l ;  we d o n t  have much s t u r g e o n  

h e r e .  


